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Thailand Research Reform

National Research Council of Thailand

The Government is taking steps to reform the research system in Thailand; particularly in
research and technology and innovation system. In relation to this, the government announced the 20-
year National Research Strategy (2017 — 2036), as the framework for the reform.

This important reform has examined the integration of the research and innovation operations.
The unification carried out, in terms of direction setting, the creation of local and international
research networks, human resource and infrastructure development, and the revision of related laws
and regulations as well as the registration of intellectual property.

In view of these exigencies, Thai government duly established the National Research and
Innovation Steering Committee. The committee is responsible for supervising the country’s policy
on research and innovation in seven dimensions. Thus, functions of research organizations involved
will be reconstructed in order to accommodate all functions of research management, namely:
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No. Research Function Organization
1. Policy Organizations ¢ National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)
e National Science Technology and Innovation (STI)
2. Funding Agencies e Thailand Research Fund
e Agricultural Research Development Agency
(ARDA)
e Health System Research Institute (HSRI)
e State Enterprises
e Private Sectors
e Ministries
3. Research Institutes e National Science and Technology Development
Agency (NSTDA)
e Research Centers/institutes
e Universities
e Eftc.
4. Research Result ¢ National Science and Technology Development
Management Agency (NSTDA)
e National Innovation Agency (NIA)
e Eftc.
5. Quialification Testing e Department of Science Service (DSS)
Institutes e Department of Medical Science (DMSC)
e Electrical and Electronics Institute (THAIEEI)
e Electrical and Electronic Product Testing Center
(PTEC)
e National Institute of Metrology of Thailand (NIMT)
e Eftc.
6. Standard Qualification e Thai Industrial Standard Institute (TISI)
Institute e Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
e National Bureau of Agriculture Commaodity and
Food Standards (ACFS)
e Eftc.
7. Research Utilized e Politics
Users e Government
e State Enterprise
e SMEs
e Industries
o FEtc.




The National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) endorsed in principle the policy and
implementation, which guides the development of the country and public policy by using research in
order that be the world-class leading in research and innovation for stability, prosperity and
sustainability.

As of research policy maker, NRCT has worked continuously to develop and implement
policies that are essential to promote R&D and innovation of Thailand. In 2017, NRCT embarked on
the 5-year period of the Ninth National Research Policy and Strategy (2017 — 2021), under which
rests upon four main strategies:

Promote R&D and innovation utilization for economic growth and social improvement
Increase R&D investment in the government and private sectors

Reform of the national research system for research integration and efficiency
Improve infrastructure and R&D personnel

AwbhpeE

Within this framework, NRCT is striving to develop itself as a major organization that
formulate and develop the policy for setting up the mechanism and methodologies in line with
sustainable national development direction. It will focus on the cooperation from all functions of
research organizations to jointly develop structure and motivate national research agenda set up as
goals for national economic and social development.

While NRCT is proposed as policy organization, we consider that the cooperative program
with foreign countries should not be overlooked. The international cooperation provides us
opportunities of exchanging of knowledge, experience and joint research operation between Thai and
foreign researchers, as well as, transferring up-to-date knowledge and technology leading to technical
advancement, creation of inter-country relationship in the spirit of support and promotion of
researches in various fields, extension of cooperation with foreign countries. The NRCT — JSPS
Scientific Cooperative Program has had a significant achievement through various kinds of activities.
The programs can modestly build up Thailand research personnel not only in number but also their
capacity and quality. Good connection connotes smooth and easy collaboration leading to effective
implementation of joint activities for example; Joint Research Program; Asian Partnership programs;
HOPE Meeting Program. Each program is expected to bring forth the benefit to the well-being of
people in our region. It is a high hope that the cooperative program between Thailand and Japan will
gradually proceed towards Asian S&T solidarity and sustainability, for the common prosperity of
Asian Community.
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