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1st JSPS International Forum: Roles of Universities in Community/Regional Development

Session I' National programs for supporting community/regional development

I-1.

I-2.

I-3.

I-4.

Dr. Masayuki Kondo, Professor, Graduate School of Environment and
Information Sciences, Yokohama National University

Mrs. Kanchana Pankhoyngam, Deputy Secretary-General National
Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)

Dr. Somchai Chatratana, National Science and Technology Development
Agency (NSTDA)

Dr. Supachai Patumnakul, Specialist in University Business Incubator

Program, Commission on Higher Education, Thailand

Session II' Introduction to University’s experience/strategy

II-1.

I1-2.

I1-3.
I1-4.

I1-5.

IT-6.

Mr. Toshiaki Tsukamoto, Professor, Vice Director, Community Cooperation
Center, Hiroshima University

Dr. Satoshi Murayama, Professor, Adviser to the President, Kagawa
University

Dr. Kazuya Akimitsu, Professor, Faculty of Agriculture, Kagawa
University

Dr. Masaaki Tokuda, Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Kagawa University
Dr. Hideo Kobayashi, Professor, Vice President, Mie University

Dr. Tetsuo Matsumoto, Professor, International Cooperation Center for
Agricultural Education (ICCAE), Nagoya University

Dr. Amnat Yousukh, Vice President for Student Development Affairs,
Chiang Mai University

Dr. Numchai Thanupon, Vice President for International Affairs, Maejo

University
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II-7. Dr. Kittichai Triratanasirichai, Vice President for Research and
Technology Transfer Affairs, Khon Kaen University
I1-8. Ms. Yoko Yasubayashi, Incubation Manager, Center for Innovation and
Intellectual Property (CIIP) , Tokyo University of Agriculture and
Technology
1I-9. Dr. Hiroyuki Ono, Professor, Deputy Director, Cooperative Research
Center, Yamagata University
II-10.Dr. Jun Imai, Associate Professor, Center for Regional Collaboration in
Research and Education, Iwate University
I1-11. Dr. Neung Teaumroong, Head, Research Department, Institute of
Agricultural Technology, Suranaree University of Technology
I1-12. Dr. Pattara Aiyarak, Deputy Director of the Research and Development
Office, Prince of Songkla University
1I-13. Dr. Mudtorlep Nisoa, Assistant Professor, Head of Molecular Technology
Research Unit, Walailak University
II-14. Dr. Peerasak Chaiprasart, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, Natural

Resources and Environment, Naresuan University

The JSPS International Forum: Roles of Universities in Community/Regional Development
was held at Siam City Hotel, Bangkok on 23- 24 January 2009. Representatives of Japanese
and Thai universities and agencies shared expertise and examples of good practices with
regard to the community-outreach programs of their respective institutions of higher

education and research.

The objective of the workshop was to review the role of universities in community/regional
development in Japan and Thailand, and seek the future collaboration for playing their role
in respective regions. Specifically, to 1) share the experience and knowledge on research &
educational activities which focuses on local/regional contribution, 2) discuss what are
special rolls of regional universities, and how those could be achieved, 3) discuss what policy,
support and system are necessary for improving the situation, and 4) how international
collaboration can support them for achieving their mission of regional contribution. The
forum consisted of three sessions: 1) National programs for supporting community/regional

development, 2) Introduction to university’s experience/strategy, and 3) General discussion.
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In the first session, 4 presentations were given to provide overview of regional
redevelopment programs in which universities play important role. Prof. Kondo, Yokohama
National University referred the national innovation system of Japan and regional
innovation policies (i.e. Technopolis Policy and Knowledge Cluster Initiative, Industrial
Cluster Program) and increasing trends and accumulation of experiences for
university-industry collaboration in regions. He emphasized the importance of “Triple helix
collaboration™ academia (university)-industry-government collaboration was emphasized
for regional innovation. National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) introduced their
policy for supporting regions and communities through the promotion of research and
dissemination of the findings. Several programs on research and dissemination by
partnership with universities were presented, namely, programs on pest control,
aquaculture, handicrafts, post harvest and renewable energy for supporting
community/regional development. National Science and Technology Development Agency
(NSTDA) provided overview of current status of technology transfer from university to
industry, and pointed out several issues, such as lack of effective mechanisms. NSTDA also
introduced their Industry Technology Assistant Program GTAP), in which regional
universities are engaged as nodes of the national network and provides consultancy and
technology transfer service to SMEs in regions. In 1TAP regional universities and
Institutions are set as nodes of the network. In the following presentation by Commission
for Higher Education (CHE) it was pointed out that most researches in Thailand are created
by Thai universities and number of publications has been increasing, but few of them
transferred to industries. CHE initiates University Business Incubator program and

assisted Technology Licensing Office.

In the second session representative of 14 universities presented their experiences on
regional contribution. There were several common or similar programs between Japan and
Thailand, for example, several universities have set up a community collaboration center
for consultation, knowledge and technology transfer. Collaborative research center for joint
research with regional industry, venture business incubation center for supporting
university students and staff, and regional entrepreneur in starting up business using
created knowledge from the university, are also such programs. Similarities in research

topics for supporting community were also found between Japanese and Thai universities:
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for example, post harvesting technology of agricultural products, development and

distribution of functional chemicals/materials and traditional handicrafts.

In the third session differences in situation of regional development were also reveled. In
Thailand regional development policies mostly come from the national government (i.e. top
down policy), and local authorities do not have enough capacity to enforce it. In addition, the
national policies are still more focusing on developing infrastructure rather than regional
innovation. The regional universities in Thailand are virtually the only organization which
can support the region with academic knowledge and research activities, which places a
weighty burden on the role of Thai universities in the area of regional development. In
Japan, on the other hand, regional authorities are capable of setting up own policy, research
institutes, even universities of their own. For example, Hiroshima University’s new main
campus was developed harmonized with the city’s development plan. Yamagata Prefecture
and Yamagata University has jointly launched “organic electronics valley plan” and set up a
research institute. There are several other examples of collaboration with local authorities
and universities. Degree of the development of networks for sharing the information also
differs between Japan and Thailand. There is the longer history of regional industry
development in Japan, and there are successes of regional network of industry, government
and academia (e.g. Iwate Network System). It was pointed out that such network is still
weak in Thailand, resulting in a dearth of shared experience and information. While,
advantage of Thai universities were also pointed out that regional universities are closer to

the communities, indicating great potential of Thai universities’ contribution to the region.

Demand for the person who can share both science and business/project management was
found to be common in both countries. Some universities (e.g. Tokyo University of
Agriculture and Technology, Mie University) have started (or going to start) graduate
programs for fostering such personnel. It was pointed out that the regional needs and
common interest should be identified in the field by joint work research team. It is also
important to involve younger generation (e.g. students, post doctoral fellows) for

sustainability and improvement of the collaboration.

Benefits of international collaboration for community/regional development were

reaffirmed in this forum. There are high degree of similarity in experiences, interests and
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issues in both countries, while several differences were also found. These indicate great
potential that the different knowledge and skills supplement each other. In the end of the

third session following recommendations and suggestions for the next step were given.

The forum provided very good opportunity that many local/regional universities meet each
other. It is highly recoded to hold next meeting and set up liaison for the regional

universities for continuously support their exchange.

In the next forum of community/regional contribution, representatives not only from
universities but also from private sector and industry (e.g. JCC) and other relevant
agencies/organization (e.g. JICA, JETRO etc), and local government/authority should be

invited.

It is recommended to set several technical sessions, such as regional innovation,

medical/health support, functional foods etc.

It is recommended to hold next meeting in regional city and see the practical examples for

deepening the discussion.

2nd JSPS International Forum: Role of Universities in Community/Regional Development

Session 1: Regional Innovation: University-Industry Collaboration
Key note lecture: “University Roles in Regional Innovation” by Prof. Masayuki
Kondo (Yokohama National University)
Key note lecture: “University-Industry Linkages in Thailand: Successes, Failures
and Lessons Learned for other Developing Countries” by Dr. Patarapong
Intarakumnerd (Thammasat University)
Panel session:
Mr. Wichien Cherdchutrakuntong (Federation of Thai Industry, Chiang Mai
Chapter)
Dr. Daoroong Kangwanpong (Chiang Mai University)
Mr. Michio Obara (Japan Science and Technology Agency)

Dr. Somchai Chatratana (National Science and Technology Development Agency,

18



Thailand)

Session 2: Supporting Community and Region
Key note lecture: “How to Provide Good Care for Dementia Patients and Their
Families. Build a Network Between Doctors, Nurses and Caregivers” by Dr.
Siwaporn Chankrachang (Faculty of Medicine, Chiang Mai University)
Key note lecture: “Usability of Internet Technology to Support the
Regional/Community Development” by Prof. Masaaki Tokuda (Faculty of Medicine,
Kagawa University)
Panel session:
Dr. Pradya Somboon (Department of Parasitology, Chiang Mai University)
Dr. Prapan Jutavijittum (Department of Pathology, Chiang Mai University
Prof. Yuko Takeda (Graduate School of Medicine, Mie University)
Mr. Tokuro Ambe (Vice- Consul, Consulate-General of Japan in Chiangmai)
Mr. Shinichiro Shinozuka (Chiangmai Long Stay Life Club)

Session 3: Regional development, Sustainable Tourism and Wise Use of Local Resources
Key note lecture: “Regional Development Though Tourism Activities and Role of
Universities” by Prof. Tsunekazu Toda (Community Cooperation Center/Graduate
School of Social Sciences, Hiroshima University)

Key mnote lecture: “Sustainability, Regional Development, Tourism, Local
Resources: What role of Universities?” by Prof. Charit Tingsabadh (Centre for
European Studies, Chulalongkorn University)

Panel session:

Prof. Li-Chun Chen (Faculty of Economics, Yamaguchi University)

Prof. Manat Suwan (Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University)

Session 4: General Discussion: Toward Networking
Presentation from session chairs

General discussion: “Towards Networking of Community/Regional Development”

Site visit:

1) The Research Institute of Health and Sciences, Chiang Mai University
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2) Murata Electric Co. Ltd. (in Northern-Regional Industry Estate)

The 2nd JSPS International Forum: Roles of Universities in Community/Regional
Development was held at Amari Rincome, Chiang Mai on 16 - 18 November 2009.
Representatives of Japanese and Thai universities and agencies shared expertise and
examples of good practices with regard to the community and regional-outreach programs of

their respective institutions of higher education and research.

The objective of the 2nd forum was to review the role of universities in community/regional
development in Japan and Thailand, and seek the future collaboration for playing their role
in respective regions. Focus areas were given from the outcome the 1st forum: 1) Regional
Innovation: University Industry Collaboration, 2) Supporting Community and Region for

health care and medical services, 3) Sustainable tourism and wise use of local resources.

In the first session, two key note lectures were given to provide overview of regional
development programs. Prof. Masayuki Kondo presented the history of regional innovation
in Japan, and recent trends, such as inter-regional innovation collaboration, multiple policy
coordination (e.g. METI and MAFF collaborate program), and international collaboration
for regional innovation. He also referred differences of players in regional innovation in
Thai and Japan, and pointed out that universities are important in regional development,
especially in Thailand, because there are no Thai local government institutions, although
local government institutions have played important roles in Japan. Dr. Patarapong
Intarakumnerd introduced the findings from a study on University-Industry links (UILs) in
Thailand, its position, history and reason for the recent state of UlLs. It was pointed that
universities have been more important in traditional industry firms, such as textiles, food,
and printing, rather than in high-tech industry. Mode of universities’ services has been
consulting and technical services, rather than interactive forms such as joint research, with
only a few exceptional cases, such as HDD. There are challenges to learn from the successful
case and make it general rule. In the following panel discussion, Japan Science Technology
Agency (JST)’s programs in line with the 3rd Science and Technology Basic Plan of Japan,
was introduced with several successful examples by deploying innovation plazas/satellites
and coordinators who mediate academia and business sector.

From Thailand a unique and excellent example in which creation of networking for
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innovation initiated by private sectors, i.e. Federation of Thai Industry Chiang Mai Chapter
was presented. Their activities have taken a log step from promoting the idea of innovation,
establishing service center to proposing the provincial level strategy for innovation. They
aim more collaboration with education sector and to expand their network for national level.
Another successful case, particularly in improvements of production process in agro/food
industry is led by NSTDA GTAP program). It was pointed out that in some technology is
good for licensing, while other may not suit for licensing, instead, suitable for local authority
to improve the value of raw material/fresh products, and such analysis is important to
identify the matching of technology, which leads to market readiness, and successful
innovation. Chiang Mai University introduced their efforts to lead development of regional
industry/firms. It is pointed that such regional innovation is important for university itself

for not loosing qualified graduate from the region.

In the second session several efforts for supporting community in medical and health care
were introduced. Several programs have been working to create medical and health care
systems which have links between hospital and community base care systems. Dr. Siwaporn
Chankrachang introduced the program for building a network between doctors, nurses and
caregivers for dementia patients. Prof. Masaaki Tokuda introduced application of internet
based medical network systems which provide effective patient care and health support for
the people in remote place. These systems can be also applied to international networks for
support patient in oversea countries (e.g. Japanese stayers in Chiang Mai, Tropical disease
patient in Japan) by sharing information among doctors and patient. Community-based
medical education, presented by Prof. Yuko Takeda, is another example to create strong
linkage between doctors/universities and communities. This concept has been applied in
conjunction with the concept of sustainable development, and it has been successful to
improve the awareness of community for their health care and educate students in medicine
to equip necessary competence for community health care professionals. Two presentations
introducing international collaboration for infectious disease research and malaria
prevention program highlighted international collaboration is effective and important for
tackling infectious disease, otherwise an outbreak in one country may spread to the others.
Networking between Great Mekong Subregion (GMS) countries together with Japan was
proposed for effective education, research and services for health and medical care in the

region.
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In the third session sustainable tourism development on wise use of local resources was
focused. Recent development and trends of Japanese and Thai tourism, by Prof. Tsunekazu
Toda and Prof. Charit Tingsabadh respectively, were introduced. Issues for sustainable
tourism (e.g. local resource exploitation, unique culture diversity preservation, poverty
reduction and distribution of benefit, etc) were discussed. It is pointed that tourism depends
on public goods, such as environment, culture, nature diversity, which are not dealt with as
goods in markets. The concept of Sustainable Tourism and community-based tourism, as an
approach to achieve it, was introduced as tools to prevent the destruction of public goods,
and develop the tourism beneficial for regions/communities. Lectures and talks in the
session emphasized importance and possibility of universities’ contribution to the
community, especially on human resource development, culture preservation, research and

analysis of situation, and development of policy/planning.

In the last general discussion, session chairs highlighted key points and findings from each
session. Then all participants discussed through three sessions’ topics to extract common
issues and key findings in university-regional collaboration. In successful cases
“coordinator” played essential role to identify matching needs and seeds, and to establish
mutual trust between partners. For example, culture/behavior of university and company is
quite different and often coordinator him/herself also has to lean different ways of thinking
of peoples from different sectors. Another point identified from the discussion was that
regional development should not consider just collaboration in the region, but like with
outsider. This can be seen in potential benefit of linkage to international market and
advanced knowledge. The concept of Sustainable Development was also reaffirmed it’s
importance in several aspects in working for regional development. It is necessary to
balance the current and future needs, and so, preserve environment together with tradition
and culture, which are also properties for the future development. There are several issues
to be overcome for stimulating collaboration between universities and other regional sectors.
However, it is clear that universities fully equip with knowledge and skills necessary for
sustainable development of the region. Continuous efforts for sharing our experience and
knowledge through workshop/meetings and international collaborations are strongly

recommended.
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