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■ Institutions Collaborating with
Kumamoto University （2009-2018）

International Research Center
for Medical Sciences （IRCMS）
IRCMS was established in 2014
as the center of excellence in
Kumamoto University for worldclass research in life sciences
through the internationalization
of its research environment and
the establishment of global
collaborations.

■ Institute of Molecular Embryology
and Genetics（IMEG）

Magnesium Research Center （MRC）
Research of KUMADAI Magnesium Alloys has
completely changed the way we think about the role of
Mg in science and industry. The MRC was established
in late 2011 to support further research on the
groundbreaking discovery of a new manufacturing
technology for an ultra-light, very high strength, nonflammable Mg alloy. The discovery of the KUMADAI
Non-flammable Mg Alloy was made soon after the
construction of the MRC. These alloys have a low
environmental impact and are excellent candidates for
use in aircraft or vehicle manufacturing. The center
places a high priority on cutting edge internationally
collaborative research and education.

IMEG is promoting cutting-edge life science in the field
of developmental biology and medicine, and aims at
defining the molecular basis underlying developmental
processes from the fertilized egg to the whole organism.
Our efforts have led to the new discoveries in epigenetic
control, pluripotent stem cells, and kidney development,
which will significantly advance cell-based research and
organ regeneration for human health and diseases.

■ Center for AIDS Research （CAIDS）
CAIDS has acquired a worldwide reputation for
pioneering research and innovative solutions for some
of the most daunting challenges of the AIDS epidemic.
As the first AIDS research center in Japan, CAIDS is
known for its research on the human retrovirus HIV-1.
The center focuses on human immunology and drug
development, and is working toward immune-based
treatments and vaccines against HIV-1 infection.

